
AI Bridge Seed Grant Program 
AI in Science and Engineering Research 

Call for Proposals 

The AI Bridge Seed Grant Program is a unique competitive seed grant opportunity, complementary to the RAISE AI Bridge 
@ Texas A&M Summit but open to all eligible researchers.  

Submissions will be open from January 9 to February 23, 2026 (11:59 PM CST).  

The program will provide $20,000 awards to interdisciplinary teams of two to four researchers pursuing novel, one-year 
research projects with potential for external funding. Each team must include: 

●​ An AI method lead—researcher who advances algorithms, models, data pipelines, and evaluation strategies 
●​ A domain research lead—researcher in the target application area (e.g., including, but not limited to, science, 

engineering, health, agriculture, materials, climate, social science) who defines real-world problems, use-inspired 
domain challenges, datasets, success criteria, and deployment needs 

●​ Include members from two different departments.  

Some team members may bring both methodological and domain expertise, but can only fill one lead position.  

The program’s goal is to support AI method builders and domain researchers to jointly articulate the problem framing, data 
and resource needs, methodological approach, and evaluation metrics, and to execute a pilot that can be translated into 
competitive extramural proposals. Over the funding year, teams will convert these co-defined projects into proposals, 
accelerating Texas A&M University’s leadership in cutting-edge, foundational, and use-inspired AI research. 

ELIGIBILITY 
Teams must contain at least two applicants, with a maximum of four applicants, from two or more departments.  

The call is open to faculty members from Texas A&M University (including Galveston and other branch campuses) and its 
Texas A&M University System partner research state agencies (i.e., Texas A&M AgriLife Research and Texas Engineering 
Experiment Station) who are eligible to act as principal investigators for external funding. 

This grant program is supported by the RAISE AI Bridge @ Texas A&M Summit, but applicants do NOT need to participate in 
the linked symposium to submit a proposal. 

FUNDING 
Selected teams will be awarded up to $20,000 for a one-year period. Funds are intended to support students or postdoctoral 
researchers and build on current capabilities. However, they may also be used to support fieldwork, travel expenses, meeting 
support, software, survey instruments, and participant incentives, provided that the expenditures are properly justified and 
relate to pursuing the proposed initiative and enhancing its chances of success. Funding does not support faculty salaries.  

OUTCOMES 
When evaluating applications, emphasis is placed on the project's overall value in accelerating Texas A&M University’s 
leadership in cutting-edge, foundational, and use-inspired AI research. Applications should identify anticipated outcomes and 
how they will advance “AI for Science & Engineering,”  including but not limited to (i) a demonstration product that can help 
other researchers, (ii) the possibility of external funding, (iii) potential for interdisciplinary collaboration, and (iv) impact on 
existing research activities. 
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Target External Funding: Identify one or more extramural funding opportunities for submitting proposals following the 
funding period. To promote robustness to potential changes in the funding landscape, proposers are encouraged to target a 
variety of funding source types: federal, state, industry, and private foundations. The applications should explain how the 
proposed seed grant activities will position the team to submit a competitive proposal for extramural funding.  

Public-Facing Demonstration Product: Each awarded team is required to deliver a tangible demonstration product by the 
end of the funding period. This product must be suitable for public dissemination on the Texas A&M Institute of Data Science 
website. The goal is to build a library of reusable AI/Data Science artifacts that extend the project’s impact beyond the grant 
lifecycle. 

Product Requirements & Guidelines: 
●​ Format: The product may take the form of a working prototype, a method demonstration, a fully documented 

tutorial notebook, or another open-source artifact. 
●​ Alignment: Deliverables should align with the broader impact goals of the target follow-on funding agency (e.g., 

NSF, NIH). 
●​ Components: Where applicable, teams should include a reproducible run package (source code and environment 

manifest), a brief methodological write-up, and transparency documentation (e.g., Data Cards or Model Cards). 
●​ Public Release: Products are intended for open release.  

Product Support & Brainstorming: We want this deliverable to add value to your project and not to be too onerous or distract from 
the core research. If you are unsure what qualifies as a product or would like to discuss ideas that fit your specific research workflow, 
please contact Drew Casey, Associate Director for Program Engagement, at drew.casey@tamu.edu. He is available to help scope a 
deliverable that showcases your work without adding unnecessary complexity. 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 
Proposals will be accepted up to the deadline date of February 9, 2025, 11:59 pm CST. Proposals should be uploaded through 
this form as a single PDF file containing the following information: 

1.​ Cover Page, listing: 
a.​ Proposal Title (maximum 180 characters) 
b.​ Subtitle: “AI Bridge Seed Grant Proposal” 
c.​ The name, email address, department, and primary location for each member of the applicant team. Label the “AI 

method” and “domain research” leads, and describe the roles of any other team members.   
d.​ Summary of the proposed research initiative (200 words maximum). 
e.​ Up to four (4) keywords that describe the research area(s), separated by a semicolon (;). 

2.​ Project Description: Listing the proposed research activities, three (3) pages maximum (Arial, 10pt, one-inch margins), 
additional pages for figures and bibliography allowed. Descriptions should include the following: 
a.​ Description of the research problem, opportunity, or need:  

i.​ Description of the proposed domain problem and why existing AI methods are not sufficient. 
ii.​ How the proposed new AI methods will address the domain problem. 
iii.​ If the proposed AI methods can be broadly applied to other domains and problems. 
iv.​ How and by whom the project will combine the method building and domain aspects. 
v.​ The applicants’ preparation for the proposed activities, current activities, and the resources on which the 

initiative builds.  
b.​ Outline of the proposed research activities and use of funding 

i.​ The specific aims of the proposed work, and the approach, methods, and processes to fulfill these. 
ii.​ Project timeline, including milestones for the end of the first year. 
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iii.​ Anticipated follow-on work, including potential for continuation and collaboration through other programs. 
c.​ The anticipated products, knowledge, or artifacts generated by the proposed work. 
d.​ Anticipated proposal submission(s) arising from the proposed work, including program, and target deadline if 

known.  
e.​ For team members outside College Station, describe how the collaboration will be established and maintained. 

3.​ Budget: A project budget and a brief budget justification (one page maximum) 

4.​ Resumes: Two-page (maximum) resumes for each team member. 

5.​ (Optional) Additional Documents: Possible formats include, but are not limited to, a logic model, detailed references to 
external documents, relevant reports and programs, support letters, or quotes for related services. (Recommended limit 
of 2 pages). 

SUPPORTERS 
Financial support for the AI Bridge Program is provided by: 

●​ Texas A&M University Division of Research 
●​ Texas A&M Institute of Data Science 
●​ Texas A&M University College of Arts and Sciences 
●​ Texas A&M AgriLife Research 
●​ Texas A&M Engineering Experiment Station (TEES) 
●​ Texas A&M University System Office of Research 

 
The Research in Artificial Intelligence for Science and Engineering Initiative (RAISE) is partnering to provide expertise and 
guidance in support of the AI Bridge Program. 
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